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Programme Summary

ASM Tarek Hassan Semul, Research Fellow, BIISS, has been selected as a participant in the inaugural cohort of the Indo-Pacific Young Leaders Program, organised by the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada. As part of this program, he was invited and participated in an immersion program in Canada from June 8 to 14, 2025.
This one-week visit aimed to engage participants with key stakeholders in the Canada–Indo-Pacific relationship, including representatives from federal and provincial governments, the private sector, academia, think tanks, and civil society. The tour has covered Montreal, Ottawa, and Vancouver. All expenses related to international and domestic flights, accommodation, ground transportation, meals, and other program-related costs were fully covered by APF Canada with funding support from the Government of Canada. This program is an integral part of APF Canada’s broader effort to strengthen Canada’s engagement, relevance, and networks in the region. As a participant, Mr Semul gained first-hand insight into Canada’s approach to the Indo-Pacific while developing valuable networks with Canadian government officials, industry leaders, and experts. As part of the program, 15 emerging leaders (aged 25-40) from across the Indo-Pacific region had the opportunity to engage in a one-week immersion visit to Canada, where they met with key decision-makers to discuss regional security, innovation. 
Major Engagements 
The program spanned three cities in Canada and addressed various themes and discussions with civil society organisations, academics, government departments, journalists, think tanks, and universities. A brief description of the visit:
Montreal
1. Discussion on “Changing Economic Global Order and Impact on the Indo-Pacific Region” with Bart Edes, Institute for the Study of International Development, McGill University; formerly with the Asian Development Bank (Manila)
2. Discussion on “Misinformation, Disinformation, Foreign Interference and Transnational Repression” with the Montreal Institute for Global Security
3. Discussion on “Impact of Technology and Artificial Intelligence on Defence, Industry, Democracy, Economy and Global Order” with David Lederhendler, CEO, Yeji Daa Lab
4. Made a country presentation on “Bangladesh’s Recent Political Transition, its relation with the Geopolitical Environment in the Indo-Pacific Region” at a Reception and Networking event with francophone journalists and other local experts. 
Ottawa
1. Roundtable Discussion at the Faculty of Social Science, University of Ottawa on “Upcoming G7 Summit in Canada and Canada’s Indo-Pacific Engagement with the Newly Elected Prime Minister, Mark Carney.”
2.  Discussion and Exchange of Opinion at the Indo-Pacific Strategy Secretariat, Global Affairs Canada on Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy and its relations with India, China and the ASEAN region. 
3. Discussion at the Department of National Defence (DND) and Canadian Armed Forces (CAF). 
4. Discussion at the Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) on Critical Minerals, the US’s Energy Dependence on Canada, Renewable Energy, Canada’s Energy Market Diversification Effort in the Indo-Pacific Region. 
5. Discussion Session at the Global Centre for Pluralism on Diversity, Liberal Values and Humanitarian Regime
Vancouver  
1. Roundtable Discussion with Professor Kai Ostwald, Director of the Institute of Asian Research, University of British Columbia (UBC), on the “Future of Liberal Order and Middle Powers Role.”
2. Roundtable Discussion with Dustin Du Gange, Senior Program Officer, International Fisheries Enforcement Program, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, on “Marine Reserves Protection, Coastal Management and Maritime Security.”   
3. Roundtable Discussion on Japan’s Role in Security Management within Indo-Pacific Security Architecture with Professor Yves Tiberghien, Director, Centre for Japanese Research, UBC School of Public Policy and Global Affairs. 
Major Takeaways and Relevance for Bangladesh 
· The weeklong immersion programme was important to understand Canada’s commitment and intent as a middle power in engaging countries of the Indo-Pacific Region. 
· Under the new Prime Minister, Canada will focus primarily on its European NATO allies, whereas its secondary priority will be to engage Taiwan and ASEAN countries through the North Pacific. Barring India, the greater Indo-Pacific region comes third in its priority list of engagement. 
· Canada is still unsure regarding its role as a middle power to lead many of the liberal value-driven engagements in different multilateral initiatives. Partly it comes from its fear of punishment from the US due to its heavy dependence on its North American neighbour. On the other hand, there has been a strong opinion among the policy circle to bring a balance between its value-based foreign policy it pursued over the decades and the reality Canada faces today. 
· Consequently, the Rohingya issue might not feature in its priority list to engage. 
·  Patching up with India and engaging European NATO allies in the Rearming program will receive priority. 
· Canada will invest in strengthening its defence industry and armed forces. 
· This program has provided invaluable insights into Canada’s commitment, domestic and external compulsions in the context of the US’s backtracking in different multilateral initiatives, which are critical for the manoeuvring of Bangladesh’s foreign policy choices.   
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